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This article addresses two issues I believe many teachers face in the school environment.  First, teachers’ administration and peers influence their behavior in the classroom.  Second, the availability of course materials and the role teachers play in selecting those material affects what is taught in the classroom.  

First, teachers are to a large extent influenced by their peers.  This is especially problematic for newer teachers.  Most schools have an established culture – a set way of teaching.  If that culture is in opposition to a particular teacher’s philosophy, the teacher can find herself in a difficult position.  I found myself in this position during my student teaching.  Although my mentor teacher was incredibly knowledgeable and helpful, she had a very specific way of teaching.  She did not support other teaching methods and styles inside her classroom.  I was limited in the activities and explorations I was able to do with my classes.  As a new teacher, support from the department is crucial.  Even if your department is open to new teaching styles, the amount of support by way of advice, activities, and materials you receive from your fellow teachers will be limited if your school does not share your teaching philosophies.

Another issue that limits teachers is the availability of textbooks.  Most schools have one set of textbooks selected by the board of education.  Rarely do high school teachers have the option of selecting their own textbook.  As a result, the teacher is constrained to the textbook - that is, unless the teacher can create a years worth of material for each class.  This is especially problematic for new teachers who have less experience to pull from.  In addition, often the selected textbook comes with a test bank, which the teachers are required to make tests from.  During my student teaching, my school’s math department gave department wide exams across all subjects.  This gave me very little freedom to design my own tests.  As a result, I was forced to choose between teaching to the test, or forcing my students to take exams incompatible with my teaching.   

I like this article because it looked at teacher values and beliefs.  Often, lack of technology use in the classroom is blamed on the accessibility of materials or a lack of professional development.  I believe this article come closer to the real reason of why technology is not used more commonly in the classroom. 

