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After reading this article, I was initially unsure how I felt about the use of technology in middle school mathematics education.  Having spent little time with middle school students during my degree program, I was concerned about the possible consequences.  Those in favor of limited technology make a good argument:  it is critical students learn the computational skills in middle school, which they will need to be successful in high school.  Technology, calculators in particular, can become a crutch and hurt children in the long run.  While conceptual understanding is important, I could empathize with those who feel that this understanding can be acquired without the use of technology.  After careful thought, however, I believe technology does have its place in middle school mathematics education.   

Technology often allows students to explore and visualize concepts in a unique way.  Technology has the potential to bridge gaps in understanding and promote higher order thinking for many students.  The most important element when implementing technology in a middle school classroom, however, is the teacher.  The teacher must be very careful to select appropriate technological activities which enhance the lesson.  Calculators should not be used for routine calculations, and students should still be required to demonstrate computational fluency without the use of a calculator.  
I believe that the middle school environment can be particularly conducive to technology use.  The curriculum in middle school is more open-ended than the curriculum in high school giving teachers freedom and autonomy in their teaching.  In addition, middle school curriculum tends to be repetitive, covering similar topics year after year.  Seventh and eighth grade teachers have an opportunity to expand on topics students have seen before and to explore those topics more in-depth.  
Successful technology use in middle school mathematics depends ultimately on the teachers’ willingness to use it appropriately.  Teachers must see the value in technological activities and be willing to put time into developing thought provoking ones.  Teachers must also see that technology use does not hinder the development of computational skills.   

