Hamilton Hardison

Day 1 Activity Reflection


The common thread in the investigations we looked at on Friday is the concept of factors.  The line activity allowed us to explore factors by thinking in terms of divisors of numbers.  We were able to identify square numbers as the only numbers, which have an odd number of divisors.  In the two versions of the factor game, we examined the quantity of factors of different numbers.  The strategy involved in the game was actually more complex than I thought and it provides bi-directional thinking in going from multiplication and division.  I especially liked this activity as I had not seen it before and it was both fun and useful.  The locker problem allows for the exploration of factors in terms of multiples.  It allows students to arrive at the same conclusion regarding square numbers as the line activity.  In a sense, the line activity is the locker problem backwards.  The line activity looks at divisors while the locker problem looks at multiples.  I think the line activity provides a nice introduction to the locker problem and the symmetry between the two is a nice way to go back and reinforce the multiple-divisor relationship.  

