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	Comment

	I wonder what the time frame of the observations was and how experienced the instructors were with these types of mathematical tasks.  It seems that since time management and challenges becoming non-problems were key issues addressed in the 3 types of decline mentioned, that perhaps teacher familiarity with such activities is a factor.  This raises interesting issues regarding a “transition period” for teaches that have not used “doing mathematics” type tasks in their lessons before.  I wonder how long such a transition would take and what types of professional development teachers would need to comfortably make it through the transition period.  Many experienced teachers may get frustrated quickly when these tasks become more of a hassle than a learning experience; as a result, I would be interested in any studies on the length of this kind of transition period or the amount of professional development required to allow teachers to comfortably implement “doing mathematics” tasks in their classrooms.

	Question

	In most articles I have read regarding Level of Cognitive demand of mathematical tasks, there is always discussion about high-level tasks turning into lower level ones.  I think any teacher will agree that less demanding tasks are an important part of teaching and must be incorporated at sometime in each lesson to ensure mathematical efficiency.  Has there been any research done regarding “leveling-up” from a lower demand task to a higher one?  It seems this would be difficult to research since this would more than likely happen unpredictably in classroom environments with highly developed discourse, but it is certainly possible.  Would upgrades in demand not be more worthwhile in some cases since the source of the anxiety, stress, etc. placed on students in these situations is lessened by the fact that they brought it on themselves?  Wouldn’t students be more likely to remain engaged since the problem was created by the class and not assigned by the teacher?








