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Starting with "a" again, I conclude that a controls the slope of the function.  If a is negative, the graph falls from y = infinity to y = negative infinity.  If a is positive, the graph rises from y = negative infinity to y = infinity.  (both cases, of course, assume x in increasing from left to right)

[image: image2..pict]
The variable "b" goes a long way in determining the turning points of the cubic.  (i.e. "b" has a lot to do with max and min)  In the cases I tried, when b positive, the first turning point (from left to right) was somewhere in y > 0.  When b is negative, the second turning point was when y < 0.  As "b" approaches infinity (absolute value) the squared term begins to dominate, so our cubic begins to looker more like a quadratic.
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I copied my graph using a lot lower zoom to show how c affects the function.  As "c" increases the "curve" of the cubic becomes less dominate.  A "c" approaches infinity (absolute value) the cubic begins to resemble a linear.
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