Vignette: Name of Vignette
Prepared at Penn State

Mid-Atlantic Center for Mathematics Teaching and Learning

Date last revised – People involved

Vignette

One Paragraph (or no more than one page): Brief description of teaching situation leading up to and including the critical point or defining moment.

Question: End with a question that targets the mathematical issue(s).

Mathematical Foci

Mathematical Focus 1

Identity the mathematical focus and discuss that focus.  Try to use full sentences stating reasons and explanations (not just “show work”).  Rather than listing topics, address the understandings.

Figure if needed would be here.

Mathematical Focus 2

Description of focus.

Mathematical Focus 3

Description of focus.

References

Include books, articles, curriculum materials, URLs, etc. from which any ideas or quotes are drawn.  (There may be none.)

END OF VIGNETTE DISCUSSION – END OF VIGNETTE DISCUSSION
NOTES TO VIGNETTE WRITERS:

· Moments and Foci

· The vignette may be an opportunity to bring in some “new-to-this-lesson” piece of mathematics.

· There are several sources of vignettes, such as student questions, student errors, unexpected outcomes such as those with the use of technology, or any other experience in teacher work.

· Do not worry about whether the mathematics would likely arise in the setting of the vignette.

· Foci may involve the mathematics teachers use to think about what happened, even if they would not pursue the details of this mathematics with students.  For example, a focus could involve the mathematical thinking done by a teacher in order to formulate a clarification for students.

· Worry about the mathematics, not the pedagogy.

· The foci need not include the mathematics upon which the actual teacher draws.

· Our assumption is that things from school mathematics and undergraduate mathematics major would be fair game for vignette content.  One or more foci for a vignette ideally should include mathematics beyond algebra II and geometry. If possible, at least one of the foci for a vignette should require nothing more than school mathematics.

· Files

· Save the Word document that contains the vignette (scenario plus question) as “VIG M YYMMDD <brief name>.doc.”  [Notes: “VIG” indicates vignette only. “M” stands for Mid-Atlantic Center for Mathematics Teaching and Learning. We might use “C” to label files received from Georgia/Center for Proficiency in Teaching Mathematics.]

· Save the Word document that contains the vignette (scenario plus question) and the discussion (the foci) as “DISC M YYMMDD <brief name>.doc.” [Note: “DISC” stands for discussion.]

· Include any GSP, Fathom, Excel, or other figures used.  Save them as separate files using “VIG P YYMMDD <brief name>.suffix.”

· Figures

· Keep “in line with text” in format.

· Do not use Word’s drawing tools in this document.

· Create figure in a different document or application.
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