
Archimedes of Syracuse, Sicily (287-212 BC) did the first theoretical calculation of pi he used methods similar to the ones used by Euclid by inscribing a regular polygon inside a circle. He started with a hexagon and then polygons of 12, 24, 48, and finally 96 sides. He also used one of Euclid's theorems to develop a numerical method for calculating the perimeter of the polygons. Archimedes obtained the approximation 223/71< >22/7.

The first cultures given credit for finding a value of pi are the Babylonians and the Egyptians. In the year 2000 B.C.E., the Babylonians determined that pi is equal to 3 1/8 and the Egyptians arrived at 4(8/9). Both got these values, probably, by drawing a circle in the sand and measuring the distance around it with a rope. That point on the rope is then marked and then the distance across it is measured. To determine pi, the person would have to see that the circumference is about three times the length of the diameter, with a little bit left over. 

Another early record (1650 B.C.E.) of pi is located on the Rhind Papyrus, written by a scribe by the name of Ahmes. On the papyrus are 84 math problems and their solutions, though it doesent say exactly how the solutions were found. Ahmes writes that the area of a circle with a diameter of 9 is the same as a square ís area with a side of 8 units.

This may be quite shocking, but the Greeks never used to mean what it means today. Pi itself is a Greek letter, the Greeks thought of it as just that. Pi has only been widely recognized as the symbol for the ratio of circumference to diameter for the past 250 years. We use pi to solve mathematical equations especially in geometry.

