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In the education field in general, teaching and learning with technology is widely encouraged.  Although I saw little evidence of technology use during my field experience in secondary schools, I was asked my philosophy on technology use in every high school job interview.  Schools and administrators want technology to be an integral part of every classroom.  And yet when I visited schools, I rarely saw any technology use at all.  I particularly like Robert Hannafin and Barry Scott’s study on the attitudes and beliefs of teachers, because I feel this article addresses several issues teachers face in the classroom.  Kim demonstrates a fear I often have when trying new activities – loosing control of the classroom.  Student centered activities tend to be noisy and often give students the opportunity to socialize.  Ben showes how many teachers get into trouble when using these types of lessons – letting students control their own learning.  Ben wants to help too much and may inadvertently inhibit the effectiveness of the activity.  In Barb’s mind this activity substitutes her own teaching rather than enhances it.   Students do not get as much out of these types of activities with out good guided questioning. Proper facilitation is key when using these types of activities.  


While I realize the focus of Hannifin and Scott’s study and the importance of consistency, I think it is important to vary types of instruction.  I feel that a course taken solely on the computer with the aid of an activity book is just as limited as a lecture based course.  Because on the many different learning styles of our students, it is important to teach many different ways.  Using one teaching style exclusively creates boredom and causes students to disengage.  Technology should enhance classroom learning, not replace it.  Discussions, projects, journal writing, and even memorization all have a place in a secondary mathematics course.  Technology should be only one component used to explore mathematics.  

