Risk

Grade Level: 5th Grade

Subject: Social Studies

Title and Topic of Lesson:  How World War II occurred through the game of “Risk”

Standard: Explain the principal events related to the United States’ involvement in World War II- including the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the invasion in Normandy, Pacific island hopping, the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki – and the role of key figures in this involvement such as Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, and Adolph Hitler. (5-4.4)

Objective:  The students will observe and describe how the game of “Risk” compares to real warfare.

Rationale:  The students will be able to see what actually happened in World War II through the manipulation of game pieces on the “Risk” game board.  

Materials:
·  “Risk”  

· 24 dice 

· Class set of Maps of the Earth Pre-World War II
· 50 red disks
· 50 blue disks
· 50 copies of “Risk or War”
· 2 copies of “Observation of Risk”
Lesson Outline: 40 minutes

Motivation: 10 minutes

1) I will ask the students if anyone has heard of the game called “Risk”.
2) Once a student answers correctly, I will ask why they think that this game has remained popular for so many years.
3) I will then explain that it is a game of warfare that teaches strategies where groups of people play against each other to see who can take over the world.
4) Next, I will ask John to come forward to give a brief explanation of the rules.
5) Then, I will let him choose a partner to play against.
6) I will invite the class to come around a desk that has already been set up with the game and the pieces.
7) I will ask the students to keep their hands to themselves when watching and the people in the front must go on their knees to let the students in the back see.

8) After the students see how the game works, I will ask the class what do thy think the object of the game is and how does it relate to the real world.  

Learning Activities: 20 minutes
9) Then, I will ask each student to work with the person at the desk next to them, and I will have one student pass out a map and the two color game pieces to each along with a “Risk or War” worksheet.

10) Next, I will explain to the students how the world was set up at the beginning of World War II, and I will model this by placing the pieces on the board accordingly.  I will ask the students to place their game pieces in the same fashion that I have instructed.

11) After the board is set up, I will have each pair play against each other and record their reflections on the “Risk or War” worksheet.  In this game, one student will play as the Allied forces and the other student will play as the Central Powers.

12) After 10 minutes, I will ask the students to stop, and I will ask a student to pick up the game pieces. 

13) I will then instruct the students to finish their reflections on the worksheet.

Closure: 10 minutes
14) Next, we will go over what the students recorded; such as, what difficulties they may have encountered as they played each side, and who they thought would have the best advantage because of the way the board was set up.

15) Finally, we will conclude with my explanation of how we will continue this activity throughout study of World War II.

Assessment:  

The worksheet will be worth 9 points, and I will grade the student’s worksheets by the rubric that I have provided.  Each question and observation on the worksheet will be worth one point; and if they do not respond to the questions that we asked of them, they will not receive a point for that question. The student’s work will also be informally evaluated by observations that I will record on my observation form when I assist the students during their study.

Safety Concentrations: 

 I will make sure the students respect the game and each other.  Also, I will ask them to keep their hands to themselves.  I will, also, make sure that the students know that they are to respect the supplies that are given to them to use.   

Risk or War
Student’s Name __________________________                         Date ______________
	What was Observed.
	Allied Forces
	Central Powers

	Advantages
	
	

	Disadvantages
	
	


1. What difficulties do you think the Allied Forces faced when attacking the Central Powers?

2. By observing how the Powers were separated, who do you think would have the best advantage on land and why?

“Risk or War” Worksheet Assessment

Student’s Name ___________________________                         Date ______________

	Topic and Point Allocation
	Student’s Score
	Teacher’s Comments

	Accurate Response to Advantages/ Disadvantages of Allied Forces 3pt
	
	

	Accurate Response to Advantages /Disadvantages of Central Powers 3pt
	
	

	Reflective answer for #1 (1pt))
	
	

	Reflective answer for #2 (1pt))
	
	

	Total
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Observation Checklist
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