Trail of Tears

Name
:_____________________

Date
:_____________________

Period
:_____________________

· Use the following information about the Trail of Tears to answer the questions below:

Between the years of 1816 and 184O, tribes including the Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks and Seminoles eventually signed over forty treaties ceding their home lands to the United States. However, Georgia's part in the trail of tears is mainly restricted to what is referred to as "The Cherokee Trail Of Tears." The Cherokee trail took place in 1838 and 1839.

When early settlers arrived on the original Cherokee territory, the Cherokees lived with them peacefully. The United States felt threatened by England’s and Spain's possession of land in the western continent. The new settlers longed for more land and gold. Between the years 1684 and 1835, over thirty treaties had taken away from the original 135,000 square miles of Cherokee territory. The issue of Cherokee removal was debated heavily for many years. The Cherokees had supporters like Henry Clay, Davy Crockett, and Daniel Webster. All of their support, however, could not stop President Andrew Jackson. Jackson signed the final removal treaty in 1829.

A year later, the policy, in which Jackson had set up and signed, was endorsed. In May 1838, the roundup of Cherokees begins. During this time the south experienced the-worst drought in history. In June, the first group of Cherokees was driven west under Federal guard, it was decided to abort the rest of the removal because of the drought. The drought finally broke in September; in October, the trail resumed. The trail was a 1,200 mile journey to Oklahoma. An estimated 16,000 Cherokees traveled this infamous journey by land and river. All in all, it took from 104 to 189 days to complete. In that time,  rain and ice storms, disease and exhaustion had killed over 4000 of the Cherokee men, women, and children.

The Cherokees now live in the Qualla Boundary, a 56,000 acre territory that Wil Thomas(an adopted Cherokee) purchased.  In 1987, the Trail of Tears became a national monument.


-- Excerpt from http://bridges.nlamerica.com/nshs/1999/whs/proiects/trailoftears.html

1. Complete the chart below using the map, calculator, and knowledge of percents and graphs.

	Tribe
	Distance traveled in miles
	Population before travel
	Population after travel
	Decrease in Population
	Percent of Survival in Tribe Population
	Percent of Death in Tribe Population

	Cherokee
	 
	16,000
	12,000
	 
	 
	 

	Seminole
	 
	3,800
	3,300
	 
	 
	 

	Choctaw
	 
	21,000
	14,000
	 
	 
	 

	Creek
	 
	23,000
	13,000
	 
	 
	 

	Shawnee
	 
	12,000
	9,200
	 
	 
	 

	Chickasaw
	 
	9,000
	4,500
	 
	 
	 


2. In at least 3 sentences, explain the process that you used to determine the distance that each group traveled. 

3. What did the majority of the Indians die from?

4. What factors do you think influenced the survival rate?

5. Why do you think the survival rate differs so much from tribe to tribe?

6. Construct a double-bar graph displaying each group's population before and after the travel.
7. Construct a circle graph to show each tribe's population (AFTER the travel) as a part of the entire Indian Nation.

8. Construct a circle graph to show the death rate for each tribe as a part of the entire Indian Nation.
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